
U7: ANTHROPOLOGY A Cultural Map of the World 
Trust, tolerance, individual freedom, self-expression, activist political orientations: these are 

precisely the attributes that the political culture literature defines as crucial to democracy. 
 

This map reflects the fact that a large number of basic values are closely correlated 

and can be described by two major dimensions of cross-cultural variation. 

     The World Values Surveys provide a comprehensive measurement of all major 

areas of human concern, from religion to politics to economic and social life. Two 

dimensions dominate the picture: the Traditional/ Secular-rational and the 

Survival/Self-expression values. These two explain more than 70% of the cross-

national variance in a factor analysis of ten indicators and are strongly correlated with 

scores of other important orientations. 

The first dimension reflects the contrast between societies in which religion is very 

important and those in which it is 

not. A wide range of other 

orientations are closely linked.  

Societies near the traditional pole 

stress the importance of parent-

child ties and deference to 

authority, along with absolute 

standards and traditional family 

values, and reject divorce, 

abortion, euthanasia, and suicide. 

They have high levels of national 

pride, and a nationalistic outlook. 

In contrast, societies with 

secular-rational values have the 

opposite preferences on all of 

these topics. 

      The second major dimension 

of cross-cultural variation is 

linked with the transition from industrial society to post-industrial societies, which 

brings a polarization between Survival and Self-expression values. The 

unprecedented wealth accumulated in advanced societies during the past generation 

means that an increasing share of the population has grown up taking survival for 

granted. Thus, priorities have shifted from an overwhelming emphasis on economic 

and physical security toward an increasing emphasis on subjective well-being, self-

expression and quality of life. But modernization is not linear - when a society has 

completed industrialization and starts becoming a knowledge society, it moves in a 

new direction, from Survival values toward greater emphasis on Self-expression 

values. 

    This emerging dimension involves the division between Materialist and Post-

materialist values, reflecting values prioritizing environmental protection, tolerance 

of diversity (including  mass polarization over tolerance of out groups such as 

foreigners, gays and lesbians) and rising demands for participation in economic and 

political decision making. The shift to self-expression values also comprises a new 

perspective on child-rearing: emphasis on hard work gave way to imagination and 

tolerance as important values to teach a child. This goes with a rising sense of 

subjective well-being that conducive to an atmosphere of tolerance, trust and political 

moderation. Finally, societies that rank high on self-expression values also tend to 

rank high on interpersonal trust.  
Source:  http://www.worldvaluessurvey.org/happinesstrends Retrieved 30.08.2008  

 
New Vocabulary 
deference = 
respect 
overwhelming = 
consuming/ very 
intense 

 
Prefixes 
correlated 
unprecedented 

 
Suffixes 
comprehensive 

measurement 
survival 
variance 
variation 

orientation 
deference 
 
Compounds 
cross-cultural 
cross-national 
self-expression 
post-industrial 
post-materialist 
parent-child (ties) 
out groups 
well-being 

  
Collocations 
national pride 
unprecedented 
wealth 
advanced 
societies 
priorities shifted 
quality of life 
 interpersonal trust 
 
Preposition use 
conducive to 
shift to 
tend to 
tolerance of 
give way to 
rank (high) on 
 
 

 



Section I    VOCABULARY ACTIVITIES     
 

 Similarity and difference Common mistakes 
 

A. Circle the best option for the context. 

1. There is a great ……… between the Traditional/ Secular-rational and the Survival/Self-

expression values. 

a. difference b. different c. differ 

2. It is impossible to ……… between them. 

a. differentiate b. differ  c. different 

3. In ………to traditional societies where religion is very important, modern societies do not stress its 

importance.. 

a. contrasting b. contrast c. contrary 

4. There have been many ……… values in Western societies. 

a. similar b. alike  c. similarity 

5. The priorities are similar ……… our own. 

a. to  b. in  c. with 
 
 
Similarity and difference Adding variety to academic writing 
 

B. Study the following table and check any unknown words. 
 
 

Similarity / Equivalence Difference / Inequality 

Verbs Nouns Adjectives Verbs Nouns Adjectives 

accord (with) 
conform (to) 
correspond (to) 
echo 
equate (to/with) 
mirror 
parallel 
resemble (to) 

counterpart 
analogy 
equality 
parity 
affinity 
(between/ 
with) 
resemblance 
(in) 
comparison 
(with) 

 alike 
analogous (to) 
comparable (to) 
consistent (with) 
equivalent (to) 
identical (to) 
interchangeable 
(with) 
indistinguishable 
(from) 
akin (to) 

contradict 
contrast (with) 
deviate (from) 
differ (from) 
differentiate  
diverge (from) 
vary 
be at a variance 
(with) 

discrepancy  
disparity 
diversity 
divergence 
distinction 
(in) contrast 
(to) 

discrete  
disparate 
diverse 
divergent  
distinct (from) 
dissimilar (to) 

 
 
C. Circle the option a, b, c, or d, that best completes each sentence. 
 

1. I think you are drawing a  ……… between the two arguments. 

a. difference b. distinction c. variation d. deviation 

2. What would be the ……… qualification in your country? 

a. equivalent b. same c. similar d. corresponded 

3. There is unfortunately a ……… between your expectations and the real thing. 

a. difference b. variance c. discrepancy d. differentiation 

4. Don’t you think she bears an uncanny ……… to his first wife?  

a. resemblance c. similarity c. affinity d. analogy 

 

 

 
 



Section II    LANGUAGE FOCUS 
 

Comparison and contrast clauses (G.XIII.3.6.) 
 
A. Leaving out the phrase it does not matter if where necessary, join the following pairs of sentences 
using the conjunctions given in brackets. 

 
1. Romanians are determined to make up for the lost time during the communist regime. It does not 

matter how long it might take. (however) 

However long it might take, Romanians are determined to make up for the lost time during the 

communist regime 
2. There is an increasing emphasis on self-expression values in the younger generation. The society at 

large is still tradition-oriented. (in spite of the fact that) 

3. Romanian society has almost completed industrialization. It has not improved much the quality of 

life. (although) 

4. I should not work for a Romanian boss if I were you. It does not matter if he offers you high wages. 

(even if) 

5. They still think that the surveys are phony. It does not matter if so many researchers worked on 

them. (despite) 

 

Position of linking words and phrases 
 
B. Rewrite each of the following sentences using the words given. Make any necessary changes to 
punctuation. 

1. People in this country have no money, but they are very happy. (even) 

Even if people in this country have no money, they are very happy. 
2. The wealth has accumulated lately, but there still are very many poor people. (nevertheless) 

3. A new view as to child-rearing has risen, but the majority do not take it into consideration. 

(while) 

4. In spite of the lack of basic democratic values, I still think the country is on its way to a 

better life. (and yet) 

5. It may sound incredible, but Romanian computer scientists are considered among the best 

in the world. (as) 
 

 C.  Below, there is a note summary of the structure of a contrasting paragraph. Listen to it and 
take notes by using the hints. 
 

Understanding human cultural difference 
 

Implications Cognitivist  approach Connectors Phenomenological approach 

ontological 

status of the 

human body 

body = passive/ 

instrumental 

  

 

on the other 

hand 

body= active/ intentional 

stability of 

cultural form 

stability = 

  

 

the former/ 

the latter/ by 

contrast 

 

 

 

 

meaning of the 

world 

meaning =    

 
 



Section III   TEXT STRUCTURE 
 

Writing a compare and contrast essay (G.XXI.2) 
  

Academic writing makes use of a process of analysis in which authors compare and contrast aspects of 

two things in order to learn more about both. The table below comprises brief notes on several cultural 

differences between North American countries. 

  

A. Write a 300-word compare and contrast essay on aspects of your choice by using one of the patterns 
suggested below. 

 

1. First compare, then contrast 

(or vice versa). 
 

Focuses on the comparison and contrast instead of on the two ideas 

being compared and contrasted.  

2. First do one idea, and then do 

the other. 
 

Compare and contrast ideas by treating one idea thoroughly before 

taking up the second one.  

3. Only compare or only 

contrast. 

Writers who only compare two ideas sometimes briefly mention 

the contrast in the introduction and then move on so that they do 

not lead readers to think they cannot make relevant distinctions. 

Writers who only contrast ideas sometimes briefly summarize 

similarities in the conclusion so they do not leave the impression 

that they are thinking in opposites. 


