
U6: ANTHROPOLOGY One Hundred Percent American 
 

Half a decade before "globalization" became a buzz-word, American 

anthropologist Ralph Linton humorously illustrates how everyday routine in 

modern America is the sum of years of global human ingenuity. 

 

There can be no question about the average American’s Americanism or his 

desire to preserve this precious heritage at all costs.  Nevertheless, some insidious 

foreign ideas have already wormed their way into his civilization without his 

realizing what was going on. Thus, dawn finds the unsuspecting patriot garbed in 

pajamas, a garment of East Indian origin; and lying in a bed built on a pattern 

that originated in either Persia or Asia Minor.  He is muffled to the ears in un-

American materials:  cotton, first domesticated in India; linen, domesticated in 

the Near East; wool from an animal native to Asia Minor; or silk whose uses 

were first discovered by the Chinese.  All these substances have been 

transformed into cloth by methods invented in Southwestern Asia.  If the weather 

is cold enough he may even be sleeping under an eiderdown quilt invented in 

Scandinavia. 

 On awakening he glances at the clock, a medieval European invention, 

uses one potent Latin word in abbreviated form, rises in haste, and goes to the 

bathroom [where, in spite of the “splendor”, other foreign influences pursue 

him].  Glass was invented by the ancient Egyptians, the use of glazed tiles for 

floors and walls in the Near East, porcelain in China, and the art of enameling on 

metal by Mediterranean artisans of the Bronze Age.  Even his bathtub and toilet 

are but slightly modified copies of Roman originals.  The only purely American 

contribution to the ensemble is the steam radiator, against which our patriot very 

briefly and unintentionally places his posterior. 

 In this bathroom, the American washes with soap invented by the ancient 

Gauls.  Next, he cleans his teeth, a subversive European practice which did not 

invade America until the latter part of the eighteenth century.  He then shaves, a 

masochistic rite first developed by the heathen priests of ancient Egypt and 

Sumer.  The process is made less of a penance by the fact that his razor is of 

steel, an iron-carbon alloy discovered in either India or Turkestan.  Lastly, he 

dries himself on a Turkish towel. 

 Returning to the bedroom, the unconscious victim of un-American 

practices removes his clothes from a chair, invented in the Near East, and 

proceeds to dress.  He puts on close-fitting tailored garments whose form derives 

from the skin clothing of the ancient nomads of the Asiatic steppes and fastens 

them with buttons whose prototypes appeared in Europe at the close of the Stone 

Age.  This costume is appropriate enough for outdoor exercise in a cold climate, 

but is quite unsuited to American summers, steam heated houses, and Pullmans.  

Nevertheless, foreign ideas and habits hold the unfortunate man in thrall even 

when common sense tells him that the authentically American costume of gee 

string and moccasins would be far more comfortable.  He puts on his feet stiff 

coverings made from hide prepared by a process invented in ancient Egypt and 

cut to a pattern which can be traced back to ancient Greece, and makes sure that 

they are properly polished, also a Greek idea.  Lastly, he ties about his neck a 

strip of bright-colored cloth which is a vestigial survival of the shoulder shawls 

worn by 17
th
 -century Greeks.  He gives himself a final appraisal in the mirror, an 

old Mediterranean invention, and goes downstairs to breakfast. […]  
Source: Adapted from the American Mercury (1937)  

 
 
New Vocabulary 
penance = repentance 
alloy = mixture of two 
or more elements 
usually fused together 
 
 
Prefixes /Suffixes 
unintentionally 
un-American 
 
Compound Words 
Nouns 
buzz-word 
bathroom 
bedroom 
bathtub 
eiderdown (quilt) 
steam radiator 
 
Adjectives 
steam heated 
(houses) 
outdoor 
close-fitting 
bright-colored 
17th-century Greeks 
 steam radiator 
Southwestern  
East Indian 
 
 
Spelling Differences 

UK US 

-our -or 

-se -ze 

-re -er 

-ll- -l- 

-ogue -og 

 
 



Section I    VOCABULARY ACTIVITIES            
 

Varieties of English 
'England and America are two countries separated by the same language' (G.B. Shaw) 

 

As well as differences in vocabulary, 

it is also possible to spot differences in 

grammar and country-specific 

structures in 'British' and 'American' 

varieties of English. Often there are no 

hard and fast rules; it is simply a 

question of usage and a result of how 

the language has developed in each 

country. 

Dates are one well-known example: 

29 September 2003/ 29/9/2003 (UK) 

vs. September 29, 2003/ 9/29/2003 

(US). Helpful Hint: It may be worth 

writing a date out in full, to avoid 

confusion: 3/9/2003 – 3 September 

2003/ March 9, 2003.  

 
A. Match the following British expressions with their explanations and/or American counterparts: 
  
 British  American 
1 C’mon, he’s taking the Mickey out of you! a No dumping. 

2 Why are you so stroppy?  b A period (punctuation). 

3 What does the sign saying ‘no tipping’ next 

to the roadside mean? 

c Dessert in general. 

4 What does a “full stop” refer to in British 

English? 

d You are becoming difficult, obstinate, or 

irritable. 

5  Pudding e He’s pulling your leg/ putting you on. 

 
 
 
B. The text below was written by a puzzled Englishman in America. Fill in the gaps with the American 
counterparts of the British English terms. 
 

Okay, here I am in America and they have changed my language! I ask you why? I thought I spoke 
English. Apparently not…   
When I arrived here entering the hotel on the ground floor I was corrected and informed I was on 
the 1) first floor. After getting out of a taxi which is a 2)…… , getting my suitcase from the boot, 
sorry 3) …… of the taxi, sorry 4) ……, I was puzzled as to the direction taken which turned out to 
be 5) ……. Then I bought some sweets to chew and had blank looks from the shopkeeper till it 
clicked: I meant 6) ……. And then I wanted 7)  …… not biscuits. 
In the restaurant I felt again like an alien to my own tongue, ordering a snack of ‘aubergine and 
chips’; this was also wrong: 8) …… was the right mix. Hmmm, an eggplant is a Kiwi fruit in 
England. 
After the meal do you think anybody would give me the bill? No, they said, no one called Bill 
worked there. Then I heard someone ask for the 9)  …… to pay for their meal; it arrived and off 
they went. I tried the same and, hey presto, I paid for my meal! (N.B. A cheque in England is a 
banking term.) 
 

cab 
route 
candy 
 ‘eggplant and 
French fries’ 
check  
trunk  
cookies  
first floor 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Section II    LANGUAGE FOCUS 
 

Relative clauses 
 

A relative clause is used to modify a noun or pronoun (i.e. to identify or give more information about 

it). It begins with a relative pronoun (e.g. who, which, whose, whom, that) or relative adverbs (when, 

where, why). (G.XIII.2.) 
Here are some examples from the text, with relative pronouns in bold:  

… or silk whose uses were first discovered by the Chinese. 

Next, he cleans his teeth, a subversive European practice which did not invade America until the latter 

part of the eighteenth century.   

 
A. In the following sentences, relative pronouns are missing. Edit them by inserting the relative pronouns 
and commas, where suitable, namely in non-defining relative clauses. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
B.  Insert the relative pronouns who, whom, whose, that or (in) which where necessary.  
 

It is clear that throughout the history of anthropology, scholars have adapted their notions of culture to 

suit the dominant concerns of the day, and they will no doubt continue to do so. Little is to be gained, 

therefore, from attempts to legislate on the proper meaning of the term. It is sufficient to note that 

whatever the sense 1. ……  it may be employed, the concept of culture entails a very high level of 

abstraction. In other words, culture is not something 2…… we can ever expect to encounter ‘on the 

ground’. What we find are people 3 …… lives take them on a journey through space and time in 

environments 4 …… seem to them to be full of significance, 5 …… use both words and material 

artefacts to get things done and to communicate with others, and 6 ……, in their talk, endlessly spin 

metaphors so as to weave labyrinthine and ever-expanding networks of symbolic equivalence. 

What we do not find are neatly bounded and mutually exclusive bodies of thought and custom, 

perfectly shared by all 7 …… subscribe to them, and 8 …… their lives and works are fully 

encapsulated. The idea that humanity as a whole can be parcelled up into a multitude of discrete 

cultural capsules, each the potential object of disinterested anthropological scrutiny, has been laid to 

rest at the same time as we have come to recognize the fact of the interconnectedness of the world’s 

peoples, not just in the era of modern transport and communications, but throughout history. The 

isolated culture has been revealed as a figment of the Western anthropological imagination. It might be 

more realistic, then, to say that people live culturally rather than that they live in cultures. 
 

 Adapted from Companion Encyclopedia of Anthropology, Routledge, 1996, p. 

 
 

1. The man bought all the manuscripts by Kerouac is 

rich. 

2. They were sure to visit the town location was 

unknown. 

3. Frank invited Mary he had met in Korea at the party.  

4. The writer name he could not remember signed his 

books at the bookshop yesterday evening. 

5. She always wanted to go to a place she could speak 

her native tongue. 

 

 

 



Section III TEXT STRUCTURE 
 

Listing  
Listing can refer to any essay in which you put your information in a particular order. This order could 

be a simple description (e.g. general to specific / most to least important / top to bottom, etc.), based 

on time, i.e. a 'chronological' order (e.g. historical events / story-telling), or based on stages in a 

process (e.g. an industrial production line / research methodology). (G. XX. 3.) 
 

A. Following are some tips for taking an in-class essay exam. Put the paragraphs in a logical order under 
their respective headings and rewrite the text as a description; insert logical connectors suggesting 
sequence such as first(ly), then, next, finally.  
 

 A. Preparation  
 

b     

B. Outlining the Exam  

- Deconstruct the Essay 

Question 

 f 

- Create an Outline   j 

C. Writing the Essay  
 

       

a. Draw connections between authors' arguments and course themes.  What are the arguments 

concerning a particular topic and how do they relate to class themes?  How are the authors' 

arguments similar or different? Can you group the authors according to their stances?  

b. Review course materials.  Look over lecture notes and readings.  Summarize the course themes and 

the authors’ main arguments.  

c. Think about how you will organize your responses. Develop outlines (intro, body, conclusion) 

structuring your answers to potential questions.  What are potential thesis statements and what 

evidence do you need to support those arguments? 

d. Memorize.  Memorize key terms and facts (events, names, dates) that you think will be most helpful 

in answering potential questions. Organize concepts using the course outline.  

e. Consider potential exam questions. Brainstorm on how the instructor might pose questions that 

draw together class themes.  Draw on lectures and authors' arguments to answer these questions.  

f. Budget your time according to the relative points assigned to each question. If you stick to your 

time allocation, you know you’ll have time to finish, which will relieve some of the stress.    

g. Read questions and instructions carefully. The primary question is a question that asks you to make 

an argument using course materials. Secondary questions often provide guidelines to what ideas or 

concepts you’ll describe for use in your argument.   

h. Create main points. Jot down some points that will serve as the basis of your response to the 

primary question and each sub-question. Identify what you will describe or explain to make your 

argument clear. Organize your points in a coherent manner.  

i. Write your thesis. Make it simple, straightforward and clear.   

j. Brainstorm supporting evidence. Include key terms, theories, authors, events, etc. in your outline.  

k. Be concise and clear. Do not worry about creating beautiful writing.  Instead make sure you 

demonstrate knowledge of the topic and directly address the question.  

l. Avoid lengthy introductions. Get straight into your main argument.   

m.  Follow the outline. Do not introduce new points or stray from your argument.   

n. Use key terms. Be sure to define them because this is the only way your teacher knows that you 

really understand the concepts and didn’t just throw them in.  

o. Avoid excuses. Do not elaborate on the obvious. Do not just write everything you know on a topic if 

it is not related to the exam question. 

p. Don't stress about exact quotations. After you have clearly understood the meaning, paraphrase it or 

make an inexact quote. Do be sure to give credit to the author. 

q. Review your essay. Take a few minutes to re-read and correct. 

 
 


