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UNIT 8: Geography of Tourism 

The Perfect Hotel for You 
 

 
New Vocabulary 
shabby 
pitched 
arched 
gingerbread trim 
shutter 
to don dirndls 
clogging 
sawmill 
gabled 
crib 
cot 

patio 

 

 Prefixed Words 
overtaken 
rebirth 
distressed 
enlisting 
transplanted 
outside 
overlooking 
 

Compound Words 
businessman 
somewhat 
townspeople 
sawmill 
goings-on 
downstairs 
fireplace 
horseback 

 
 

 

 

 
Preparing to read: What facilities and services do good hotels 
provide? 
Opened in 1973, the Helendorf is typical of the transformation which 

has overtaken this town since its rebirth in 1960. Businessman Pete 

Hodkinson and artist John Kollack, distressed over the somewhat 

shabby appearance of the town’s main street, began a major 

restoration effort, enlisting the support of the citizens. Today, the 

town has the look of a Tyrolean village transplanted from the Alps to 

the Appalachians. The pitched, overhanging roofs, arched windows, 

gingerbread trim, and painted shutters are straight out of Hansel 

and Gretel. 

  In summer, the girls of the town don dirndls and the boys 

lederhosen and the townspeople give themselves over to one 

celebration after another. Canoe races, a clogging convention, a 

balloon race, and an Oktoberfest in the fall are a few of the festivities. 

In keeping with all this Nordic-style festivity, local shops bring in 

supplies of Norwegian and German imported goods. 

  The Helendorf was built on the site of an old sawmill. From the 

outside, the building could be a Bavarian castle: white stone walls are 

topped with peaked and gabled roofs, dormer windows, and colorful 

flags, and there is a gate tower with bright window boxes along the 

balconied windows. The fourth-floor tower has a bridal suite.  

  The rooms are furnished with heavy Bavarian furniture, thick 

carpets, and paintings, and those overlooking the river have separate 

kitchens and dining areas. The private balconies make an excellent 

place to watch the aquatic goings-on of the Chattahoochee River. 

  Downstairs, there is a plush sitting room with a huge fireplace, 

books, games and television. Although there is no restaurant in the 

inn, there are several excellent ones within a 2-block radius. Within 

easy walking or driving distance of the inn are horseback riding, 

several lakes and rivers, and, believe it or not, snow skiing.  

  Helendorf Inn, P.O. Box 305, GA 30545 □ Open all year □ Rates: 

Mod, incl cont breakfast □ Rms: 40, all with private bath, color TV, 

phone and AC; cribs, cots, private balconies, patios, and kitchenettes 

avail □ CC: BA, MC, V □ Children welcome, pets discouraged □ 

Restaurant: none, many in area □ Attractions: canoeing, swimming-

on premises (Chattahoochee River), horseback riding-½ to 5 mi, 

motor and sail boating in lake-15 mi, Anna Ruby Falls-2mi, 

Dogwood Antiques-14 mi, Old Sautee Store-store and museum 10 to 

14 mi □ DD: Take US 23/441 to US 17 in Clarksville, follow US 17 

N 20 mi to Helen. □ Phone: (404) 878-2271. 
  

Tracy, Thomas; Ward, O. James; The Morrow Book of Havens and 

Hideaways, A Guide to America’s Unique Lodgings, William Morrow & 

Company, Inc., New York, 1980, p. 98. 
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Section I 
Vocabulary Activities  
 

 
 
I. GUESSING MEANING: Match the following words /phrases with the 
definitions: pitched, overhanging, gingerbread trim, shutter, to don 
dirndls, to don lederhosen, clogging convention, sawmill, gabled roof, 
dormer, goings-on, crib, cot, patio, premises. (See G: C.1) 

1……………….decorative borders around windows and doors with showy ornamentation as fancy 

carvings on furniture 

2……………….periodical assembly of craftsmen making wooden shoes 

3……………….the triangular wall enclosed by the sloping ends of a ridged roof 

4……………….a courtyard or inner area open to the sky with chairs, tables 

5……………….a factory where logs are sawed into boards 

6……………….actions or events, especially when regarded with disapproval 

7……………….a narrow, collapsible bed, as one made of canvas on a frame that can be folded up 

8……………….to put on short leather pants of a kind worn with suspenders by men in the Alps 

9……………….to put on a kind of dress with a full skirt, gathered waist and closefitting bodice 

10………………covered by a black, sticky substance formed in the distillation of coal tar and used 

for waterproofing or roofing 

11………………a movable screen or cover for a window, usually hinged and often fitted with louvers 

12………………looming or projecting over something 

13……………….a piece of real estate, house or building and its land 

14……………….a small bed with high sides for a baby 

15……………….a roofed projection in which a window is set 

 

II. WORD BUILDING: Use the word in capital letters to complete the sentences. Add the 
necessary prefix and/ or suffix and put the word in the correct form. (See G: A, B) 
1. The whole town was………by the new desire to modernize all large houses and transform them into 

welcoming hotels. TAKE 

2. The cultural and architectural…….of the city has put it on every tourist map.  BIRTH 

3. The whole restoration effort was made by …….the support of the citizens. LIST 

4. The Tyrolean architectural style has been ……..to this small American town. PLANT  

5. All the balconies of our hotel are……..the magnificent lime-tree garden in front of it. LOOK  

 
III. COMPOUND WORDS: Match the following words to form compound nouns and fill in the 
blanks: business, on, place, mill, horse, man, people, back, saw, fire, town, goings.  
 
1. The ………gather every year in summer to celebrate the rebirth of their home place. 

2. All the tourists in our hotel can watch from their balconies the aquatic goings-on of the 

Chattahoochee River. 

3. In the large lobby of the hotel there is a …….where guests can watch the warm red flames during 

winter evenings.  

4. The old ……is still functioning, attracting attention with its fresh wood scent.  

5. There are many befits from ………rides in the fresh mountain air.  

6. An elegantly dressed …….came to the Reception and asked for a single room.  
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Section II  
Language Focus 
 

                  
                          Nouns and Noun Phrases 
  (See G: II) 
 
I. PLURAL FORMS: Fill in the correct forms of the nouns in brackets.  
1. In autumn the multicolored (leaf) of the trees give a wonderful painting-

like atmosphere to the place. 

2. The laughter of the (child) echoed throughout the hotel’s patio. 

3. The customers who buy clogs are mainly (woman). 

4. The tourists complained that their (foot) hurt after such a long day spent trekking. 

5. A flock of (goose) swam in the river next to our chalet. 

6. The environmentalist decided to study the proliferation of the (alga) in the lake at the outskirts of 

the town. 

7. The town’s mayor had some (analysis) made concerning the type of tourists that visit his town. 

8. The main (criterion) for the transformation of this old American town into a Tyrolean village look-

alike was the attraction of more tourists. 

9. Fog and drizzle are the weather (phenomenon) that prevent tourists from climbing the mountain at 

this time of the year. 

10. The four hotels in our town have a total of three (patio). 
 

II. SUBJECT/PREDICATE CONCORD: Decide which of the two verb forms should be used in the 
following sentences.  
1. The Bavarian furniture is/are inherited from the initial owners of this place. 

2. The hotel offered for entertainment billiards which was/were everybody’s favorite game.  

3. The pieces of advice we received from the receptionist were/was very good. 

4. The Customs was/were closed for two hours on the national day of Mexico. 

5. The rich arrive/arrives in a great number to this mountain resort. 

6. Progress is/are slow in this remote part of the country.  

7. A wonderful show of fireworks was/were organized to celebrate the New Year’s Eve.  
 

III. GAPPED TEXT-PARTITIVES: Fill in the gaps with the following partitives: stack, pint, 
sprinkling, bunch, bar, litter, cake, cube, speck, blade, rasher, shoal, piece, pinch, dish, grain. 
1. Yesterday I ate a…….of chocolate for dinner. 

2. A…….of bacon can’t be that harmful once in a while. 

3. In each bathroom you can find a…….of soap. 

4. A…….of sugar is enough for the topping of this cake. 

5. I had to put a…….of salt in each plate of soup. 

6. A……of sand is enough to cause a malfunction in the computer. 

7. Tom saw a bird with a……..of grass in its beak. 

8.  Each tourist from that group ordered a……..of beer. 

9. You have to put a……..of ice in the lemonade. 

10. I got a……of dust in my eye and I can’t see well. 

11. A…….of spaghetti is a wonderful meal when you are traveling to Italy. 

12. For relaxation you can paint a…….of hay. 

13. He only had a……..of luggage with him that day. 

14. That year we had a………of puppies for sale. 

15. You can see a……of fish in the river quite often these days. 

16. Ann usually eats a…….of grapes for lunch. 
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Section III 
Text Structure 
 

 
 

I. REINFORCING DESCRIPTIONS: Read the following description of a hotel. Add the necessary 
adjectives and participles in order to make it more interesting and appealing for potential 
tourists. (See G: C.2) 

The hotel is situated on an island in southern Georgia. It is one of the  houses of the Carnegie 

family. The 3-story house offers rooms and furnishings. The living room has a table in its center, oil 

portraits on the walls and a fireplace at one end. The shelves of the library are stocked with volumes. 

The bedrooms vary in size. The most impressive is the master bedroom. Breakfast, lunch and dinner 

are provided, especially seafood.  

 

II.  WRITING A BROCHURE: Imagine that you own a small 25 rooms three star hotel in a 

Romanian seaside or mountain resort. Write a small brochure description of your hotel, so that 
you can attract tourists. You can mention the following facilities: tennis court, telephone in 
bedrooms, parking lot, conference hall, central heating, air-conditioning, TV in bedrooms, 
facilities for the disabled, bar, mini-bar in bedrooms, swimming-pool, recreation/games room, 
laundry service, building of historic interest, solarium, night porter, children welcomed, pets 
allowed. You can also mention the following services: booking theatre and opera tickets, making 
a transport reservation, shuttle-bus service to and fro the airport, arranging for a car rental, 
providing a tour guide for special trips. Use the following schematic description. (See G: C) 
 

The friendly staff of The …….Hotel 

Invites you to visit its premises and enjoy the special facilities and customer-oriented services.  

The hotel is a……(description of the hotel-architectural style, history of the building, 

decorative elements, number and type of 

rooms)…………………………………………........................................................................................ 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Our young and well-trained staff is instructed to meet the demands of our clients by offering 

them……(name the services and the facilities that the hotel offers)………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Upon request, we can offer our interested customers various one-day trips to the surrounding 

attractions or local festivals and celebrations which are meant to give a local flavor to the time spent 

with us. In this respect we can suggest……(name local towns, museums, churches, buildings, 

institutions worth visiting and suggest some local festivals and ceremonies worth 

attending)…………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

Our guests can contact us fir further information or booking at the following address 

……………….. or e-mail………………………………………………………………………. 


